Outbreak of human parvovirus B19 in hospital workers.
We report an outbreak of human parvovirus B19 (HPV B19) infection affecting five nursing staff, four hospital office workers and one physiotherapist and its possible transmission between hospital staff. We investigated the presence of the virus in serum specimens using a nested PCR assay to confirm HPV B19 infection. The viral genome was detected in serum specimens from a nurse with a rash and arthralgia and from three hospital office workers with a febrile illness. The DNA sequence of the PCR products from three staff members was identical. Our findings suggest that transmission of HPV B19 between hospital staff members occurred.